Houston Gulf Coast Irrigation Association

August 2006

August 8th GENERAL MEETING

Join HGCIA and Craig Berlin with Hunter Industries for dinner! Craig will spon-
sor the meeting at Lynden’s Pit BBQ Restaurant located at 13165 Northwestlfre
290 @ Hollister Lynden's is famous for their "pulled Pork"---worth trying if you're
not familiar with this Southern tradition. We’ll have updates on upcoming CEU op-
portunities as well as news from the Irrigation Advisory Council.

Please join us to see the newest Hunter innovations and let Craig buy your dinne

$100 Dollar Door Prize!

Bring a friend, double your chances to win, and stay informed about your industry!

Tuesday, August 8th, 2006 6:00PM Social 63@ner
Please RSVP Sheri Dunn @ 281-620-0990 or Romeo Montalvo 281-440-1110

MARK YOUR CALENDARS !l

August 17-20 TNLA Nursery/Landscape EXPO San Antonio Convention Center
September 20 TTIA meeting in McCallen call Carl @ 877-ASK-TTIA for details
Nov. 2-7 International Irrigation Show—San Antonio—www.irrigation.org/show
December 19th—HGCIA CEU/EXPO Montgomery County College Free CEU's!!
January 13th-14th Southeast Texas Landscape Show—Conroe— www.STNGA.org

January 21st 2007—Third Annual Texas Irrigators Cruise - Call Dave 832-661-2882

HGCIA OFFICERS

PRESIDENT Romeo Montalvo  281-440-1110 romeo@turfprol.com
VICE PRESIDENT Salle Morse 832-642-1332  salle@hlsenterprises.com
TREASURER Tom Riley 281-744-9280 tomr_77379@yahoo.com

SECRETARY Sheri Dunn 713-385-2672 dunn88@shbcglobal.net
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HGCIA General Meeting

Good Food and Great Company....... August 8,2006

Have you ever tried pulled pork?

Hunter Industries, Inc., Craig Berlin, is sponsoring our August meetingnalelnys Pit BBQ located at
13165 Northwest Freeway (the corner of 290 and Hollisteraig will be sharing the latest and great-
est Hunter irrigation products. The social will begin at 6 pm providing an opportunityetoother
Houston irrigators and to vent concerns and resolve burning business issues. Dinne6s3érts at
The meeting will begin promptly after everyone is served because youstiakiable. Your HGCIA
board has been working hard on your behalf and will report local and state industry news.

About that pulled pork, come see for yourself.

Please RSVP Sherri Dunn @ 713.385.2672 or Romedddon@ 281.440.1110 .
For further information call Lyndon’s Pit BBQ @ @3)1690-2112

Pre-Expo Education Conference ¢ August 17, 2006
Outdoor Product Showcase « August 17, 2006
Nursery/Landscape Expo * August 18-20, 2006
Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center ¢ San Antonio,
Texas

Nursery/Landscape Expo is for profit and opportunity! More
Ideas, More Opportunities, More Reasons to Attend!! Of-
fering in one place, at one time, the opportunity to see and
experience one of the most comprehensive collections of
plant material, horticultural supplies and equipment, and
industry education. Contact the Texas Nursery & Landscape
Association at 800.880.0343 expo@tnlaonline.orfpr
more information. Visit our web site atvw.tnlaonline.org
and see our new interactive floor plan.




“The best mirror is an old friend.” - - German Proverb

Irrigation Certification First in Line for WaterSen se Label

FALLS CHURCH, Va. (June 20, 2006) — Certificatiorograms for irrigation professionals, irrigatiomtmllers and soil moisture sensors
will be the first services and products eligiblectory the new WaterSense water efficiency label.

The Environmental Protection Agency has been warkiith the Irrigation Association, water agencies athers in the industry to establish
criteria for recognizing certification programs faiigation auditors, designers and contractorsteA&ense guidelines for certification programs
are expected this summer, making certificationfitlsé product or program to be eligible for theéab

"The EPA's WaterSense label will provide consurmétis confidence that certified individuals from difjang programs have the knowledge
and skills to optimize the efficiency of their gdtion systems," said Irrigation Association Exe@iDirector Tom Kimmell. "Since home-
owners often overwater, the WaterSense progranineilease awareness of the importance of effiégiegation and help consumers make
water-smart choices."

Criteria for recognizing water-efficient controkeand moisture sensors are in development. lragatbntrollers and sensors will most likely be
the first product categories eligible for the W&kense label.

EPA Administrator Stephen Johnson unveiled the Y&atiese logo and details of its water efficiencygpaom on June 12. The WaterSense logo
will go on products and services that are at I28gtercent more water efficient than their courdep

The Irrigation Association's Smart Water Applicatibechnologies program developed testing protdoolsontrollers and sensors, laying
groundwork for defining those products, Kimmelldsai

Manufacturers can voluntarily test products acewydo criteria established by WaterSense for eagtiyet category. The EPA said consumers
will have access to WaterSense products earlyyeait
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And the winner is...Mel Hyler!
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HGCIA IS OFFERING
$1000 SCHOLARSHIPS!

We want to help our deserving mem-
"#$ "%%& bers and their relatives so take the time
to apply or encourage a relative to not
waste time! The requirement is only
that the applicant must be an HGCIA
member or immediate relative and the
winner is to be enrolled this fall. If you
qualify, be sure to complete the applica-
tion located on page 10 of the newslet-
ter. Time is short so get it to us by

$ October 1, 2006.

an " HO%% Can you use $1000 towards a
4#;?#?#;073);0/ college education?
070
47% ] 89 4 "T0h< Contact Mel Hyler @ 281-376-6951
x| #5 47% = with any questions
9 (

) > 16"=<<#="11"
-?2 1@ > 1<<=:5#="7"%

TCEQ Landscape Irrigation Program
Enforcement Activity Summary
September 1, 2005 - July 21, 2006

New Incidents/Complaints Received - 139
# Closed out due to unsubstantiated allegations or lack of evidence 29
# Open and pending investigation or close out 73
# Associated with a NOV or NOE Investigations 37

Licensed - 32% (45)
Unlicensed - 68% (94)

Notice of Violations (NOV) issued 63
Licensed - 89% (56)
Unlicensed - 11% (7)

Notice of Enforcements (NOE) issued 17
Licensed - 47% (8)
Unlicensed - 53% (9)

Types of Violations Cited

Failure to hold a license prior to installing an irrigation system

Failure to follow local regulations (pull permits or submit backflow test reports)
Failure to install an irrigation system in a manner that promotes water conservation
Failure to include all required information on contracts/agreements

Failure to install a backflow prevention device

Failure to affix the imprint of an irrigator seal over the irrigator’s signature

Failure to install spray heads according to manufacturer’s specifications

Failure to include license # on all advertisements

Failure to provide proper depth of coverage over piping

Failure to conduct the installation of an irrigation system with high ethical standards
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77.$ 1HZV Renew your Licenses online!

7KH 7H[DV 7XUl ,UULJDWLRQ $¥Y\R K LADHAHL '| Q dg% hWn—.o\(lnlgeS their new website

i:g;zi R F;Q ;XHOS\W ! :’EKH ! WK: OB EM O NG for all eligible Backflow Testers
Q RQ and Landscape Irrigators & installers.

DGR It delstate @A uB/compliance/online_renewals.html
\HQWIDPLO\ IRU KL

MBS MR Mahager of the Regulatory

%%%pligncgos%tion of the Landscape
rigator I9rogram has announced that
Q is engaging in a state-wide effort

30DQV DUH EHLQJ ILQDOL]JHG IRU WHKK 7 $t&§rll?fo$rm)l(ocv9l and national advertISIng

DQG WKH ,$ ,QWHUQDWLRQDO ,UUERIMWKLR(Q @B!&?%W Ear?'utele%hone_dlre(:tg_”es’
$QWRQLR 'RQ -W PLVV WKH % R RFRWR W 5 3 %%PBE?VéR%QﬂJ%t er p“nt media,
WLRQ RQ ORQGD\ 1RY 6WRS E\l WHH L7QY \H@Q@r agvertlsmg requ'_re_ments and
restrictions for landscape irrigators and

: ASIAIES o

%\ ODZ UHYLVLRQV ZHUH SDVW ,B\ PMHKHE H4RID
UHFHLYH D PDLOHG FRS\ IRU ILQDO DSS R

JRU D 77,$ PHPEHUVKLBUDS&EDX VB

$6. 77,$ RU YLVLW RWW ZHEQYOQWH@H RIIZ
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Irrigation Efficiency Brochure Released for Smart Irrigation Month

FALLS CHURCH, Va. (July 18, 2006) — A brochure oater-efficiency tips for homeowners is availabledownload in recognition of
Smart Irrigation Month, the Irrigation Associatiannounced.

The brochure was created by the Environmental BioteAgency and the Irrigation Association to eag®nsumer awareness of
efficient irrigation practices. The brochure is iéadale online as a resource for homeowners asagetiontractors, water utilities and others
in the irrigation industry who work with propertyvaers.

Users can download the file, add their companyrinédion, print and distribute it to customers. Tnechure is being released in conjunction
with Smart Irrigation Month, but it can be usedyalbr to promote efficient irrigation practices.

"Because irrigation is a major user of water, thdustry has an important role in making the mostwfwater resources," said Irrigation
Association Executive Director Tom Kimmell. "Eduicat customers is a key element in irrigation effiay. This brochure provides
practical tips for creating healthy landscapes wéss water while reminding users of the needésgryve water for future generations."
"We were pleased to work with the EPA on this prpjeKimmell said.

The Irrigation Association declared July, a peakthdor irrigation usage, Smart Irrigation Monthrtose awareness of advances in
irrigation efficiency. Smart Irrigation Month wasaognized in the Congressional Record on June &aag@roclamation signed by
Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns on July 10.

Download the brochurettp://www.irrigation.org/SIM/pdf/Irrigation _Tips_dserQuality.pdf




