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June 13th GENERAL MEETING 
                           
      Join HGCIA and Tom Lydle with Vermeer Equipment for dinner!   Tom will spon-
sor the meeting at the Escalante's Mexican Grill located at 12821 Kimberly Lane, 
Town and Country Village just off of I-10 West and the Beltway, 6:00PM .  Please 
join us to see how Vermeer can make installations easier for irrigators!  There will also 
be a special presentation of internationally renown business consultant Bob Clements.  
Don’t miss this!  We will discuss inviting him to our next CEU/EXPO and after seeing 
him on video you will certainly want to see him live!  This is a new—and expensive—
venture for HGCIA and we need your input!  If you’re tired of the same old classes 
over and over again please join us and help take CEU’s to a whole new level!  Gene 
Reagan will be in town to discuss news from across the country, including the recent 
Texas House of Natural Resources Committee meeting in Austin which dealt specifi-
cally with water conservation in landscape use.  Read Gene’s article about the EPA 
meeting in Denver on page 10.  Stay informed about your industry! 
                       Tuesday June 13th, 2006      6:00PM Social      6:30Dinner 

       

MARK YOUR CALENDARS !!!  
 
June 20th—TCNP and TCLP certification testing in Houston  - www.tnlaonline.org 
 
July 19th - TTIA  meeting in Amarillo call Carl @ 877-ASK-TTIA  for details 
 
August 17-20 TNLA Nursery/Landscape EXPO San Antonio Convention Center 
 
Nov. 2-7  International Irrigation Show—San Antonio—www.irrigation.org/show 
 
December 19th—HGCIA CEU/EXPO location TBA 
 
January 21st 2007—Third Annual Texas Irrigators Cruise  - Call Dave  832-661-2882 
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Presidents Corner 
Romeo Montolvo 
 

 What's in it for me?  
No matter what industry you are involved in, keeping in contact with other individuals in your line of 
work can only be a benefit. For this reason the Houston Gulf Coast Irrigation Association (HGCIA) was 
formed. HGCIA strives to service members with the utmost in professionalism, experience and consid-
eration through every aspect of the experience with the Association. Regardless of what your role in the 
industry: contractor, manufacturer, distributor, service company or consultant HGCIA provides numer-
ous benefits for its membership. 
Enhanced Reputation  
As an HGCIA member you will be recognized as a professional, distinguishing yourself as part of an 
elite group from the irrigation industry. Industry strength is gained through association with other irriga-
tion professionals. 
 
Please join us for the next general meeting June 13, 2006 at Escalante's Mexican Grill located at 12821 
Kimberly Lane, Town and Country Village, off of I-10 West and the Beltway.  Meet and greet begins at 
6:00PM and dinner will be served at 6:30PM.  Thank you for supporting the HGCIA! 

  

         ���� �!"#������  
To the Houston/Gulf Coast Irrigation 
Association: 
 
Joyce & I want to express our sin-
cere gratitude to the Houston/Gulf 
Coast Irrigation Association for send-
ing us on the cruise this past Janu-
ary. We enjoyed the wonderful food, 
much needed relaxation and of 
course, having the opportunity to visit 
with so many of the great folks asso-
ciated with our industry.   
 
As I’ve said before, the HGCIA holds 
a special place in my heart.  You al-
ways made me feel welcome when I 
was with the TCEQ.  Your dedication 
to our industry is exceeded by none.  
A special thanks to Dave McCul-
lough, and those who assisted him, 
in making it a very successful and 
memorable cruise. 
 
Gene and Joyce Reagan 
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Pre-Expo Education Conference • August 17, 2006 
Outdoor Product Showcase • August 17, 2006 
Nursery/Landscape Expo • August 18-20, 2006 
Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center • San Antonio, 
Texas 
 
Nursery/Landscape Expo is for profit and opportunity! More 
Ideas, More Opportunities, More Reasons to Attend!!  Of-
fering in one place, at one time, the opportunity to see and 
experience one of the most comprehensive collections of 
plant material, horticultural supplies and equipment, and 
industry education. Contact the Texas Nursery & Landscape 
Association at 800.880.0343 or expo@tnlaonline.org for 
more information. Visit our web site at www.tnlaonline.org 
and see our new interactive floor plan. 
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EPA STEPS UP TO THE PLATE 
(Supporting Water Efficient Irrigation) 

 
by Gene Reagan 

 
What is the most common complaint heard from Texas irrigators (besides the need for more enforcement)?  An-
swer:  “I can’t compete against cheap and inefficient irrigation systems.” 
 
On May 3, a group of irrigation professionals met in Denver, Colorado in the offices of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to review and discuss that agency’s proposed Water Efficiency Program. The program is designed to, 
in part, “promote water efficiency and enhance the market for water-efficient products and services.” This is a bold 
effort by the EPA to help address the critical water shortages that will be faced throughout the country. They rec-
ognize that outdoor watering uses significant amounts of water and this usage must be reduced if we are to con-
tinue to enjoy our beautiful landscapes.  There are two components to this program that will affect irrigators: 
1) Irrigation Product Labeling 
2) Certification Recognition of Irrigation Professionals 
 

Irrigation Product Labeling  
 
You are probably familiar with the “Energy Star” program that identifies and labels products that are energy effi-
cient, such as air conditioners, refrigerators, freezers, and other appliances. Irrigation product labeling will, through 
the use of third party, independent testing facilities identify and label specific irrigation products that have been 
proven to increase water efficiency. Possible candidates for this label are controllers, soil moisture sensors, etc. 
The “label name” has not yet been determined as of this writing.  “Water Star” has been suggested, but it appears 
to be unacceptable because of a perceived conflict with the Energy Star label. 
 

Certification Recognition of Irrigation Professionals 
 
Currently, EPA is establishing criteria to recognize certification programs for irrigation professionals in three ar-
eas: system design; installation and maintenance; and system auditing. Approved programs will be able to issue 
EPA recognized certifications to irrigation professionals who qualify. Example: XYZ Association, after meeting 
EPA approval criteria, can become an official provider of EPA recognized certifications. The stated goal is to pro-
mote water efficient irrigation and enhance the market for dedicated professionals. 
 

What does this mean to the average irrigation professional? 
 

The EPA recognition will increase the market share for certified irrigation professionals and promote more effi-
cient irrigation system design, installation and maintenance. To ensure success of their program, the EPA will 
reach out to: the irrigation industry; consumers; and local water utilities. The idea is to make everyone aware of the 
fragility of our water resources and introduce them to true professionals who are dedicated to quality and effi-
ciency. 
 
Irrigators who have been fighting the battle of trying to compete with contractors who cut corners and install ineffi-
cient systems will have the Environmental Protection Agency on their side. The irrigator who wants to succeed by 
installing quality, efficient irrigation systems may finally be able to rise up out of the pit of mediocrity, and 
proudly display their EPA recognized certification. 
 

The EPA Water Efficiency Program is not going to succeed without the help and cooperation of irrigators. If we 

really want to see a higher level of quality and professionalism, this is our opportunity. Please join the HGCIA and 

the TTIA in supporting this effort. Watch for an official announcement from the EPA soon. For more information 

on this exciting program, go to the EPA website at: 
http://www.epa.gov/OWM/water-efficiency/products_pr ogram.htm  
 





HGCIA 
 

Houston Gulf Coast Irrigation Association 
PO Box 19511 
Houston, TX  77224-9511 
 

WWW.HGCIA.ORG 

Houston Gulf Coast Irrigation Association 
2006 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Please Print Clearly 
 

Name:__________________________________________________________________ Date:____________________ 
 

Firm Name:______________________________________________________________ LI#_____________________ 
 

Mailing Address:_______________________________________ City______________ ST_____ Zip_____________ 
 

Phone:________________________________ Fax:________________________ Email:________________________ 
 

Social Security #:________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please complete the following so we can include your information on our Internet Web Site. 
Please circle all that apply below. Information will be used on our website to support our industry. 
 

TYPE OF SERVICE:    Backflow Testing    Design    Drainage    Irrigation    Landscape    Lighting 
            Pavers    Service & Repair    Stone-Rockwork    Supplier    Water Features 
 

SERVICE AREA:          East    Inside Loop    North    Northeast    Northwest    South    Southeast    Southwest 
 

JOB INFORMATION :  Commercial    Golf    Light Commercial    Residential 
 
I attest that the above information is accurate and true to the best of my knowledge. I also attest that neither I nor my 
firm have an active, unresolved complaint on file at the Greater Houston Better Business Bureau and/or an active, unre-
solved complaint filed with the TNRCC relative to performing business in the irrigation industry. 
 

Signature:________________________________________________Date:___________________________________ 
 

Please Remit $100 to : HGCIA 
    PO Box 19511 
    Houston, TX  77224-9511 


