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JUNE 14TH GENERAL MEETING   
                           
      Join HGCIA, Mark Milstead and Gary Wellman with WWIP Corporation and Tom 
Lytle of Vemeer for dinner! They will sponsor the meeting at Dave & Busters, 6010 
Richmond @ Fountainview with dinner beginning at 6:00PM.  We’ll have an update 
by Dave McCullough about the Texas Association of Irrigators CEU Cruise,  Doug 
Goodwin will update the progress of the changes in the Qualification Petition,  Tom 
Riley will give his treasurers report, JT Summarell will talk about the CEU/EXPO, 
Salle Morse will be on hand to sell you a t-shirt, Gene Barnes will fill us in on the Irri-
gation Association news and Sheri Dunn will bring us up to date on membership and 
such.  Danny will give us his take on events across the State.  Our special guest 
speaker will be Tom Nguyen with the City of Houston’s Water Quality Control Divi-
sion.  Don’t miss this fun-filled very informative meeting!  Lot’s of “stuff” going on 
now in our industry—be sure to join us and be a part of it !!    
     
   Please RSVP Sheri Dunn @ 281-620-0990 or Danny Lenderman @ 832-250-5804 

      MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS !!! 
 

AUGUST 9th HGCIA General Membership meeting—Dave & Busters 
 

AUGUST 19th—21st TNLA Nursery/Landscape EXPO— Dallas Convention Center 
 

OCTOBER11th General Membership meeting –Dave & Busters 
 

NOVEMBER 6th—8th International Irrigation Show—Phoenix 
 

DECEMBER 7th HGCIA CEU / EXPO Extravaganza—Equestrian Center, Katy  
 

JANUARY 20th Texas Association of Irrigators  CEU Cruise 
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Presidents Corner 
Danny Lenderman                            
              
   With the dog days of summer knocking at our door and little rain in sight, I’m sure everybody is busy. While 
all the kids are on summer break, we adults (especially the irrigators) are hard at work. It’s nice to see that the 
weather has been on our side this year for a change. As I’m sure you have heard, the proposed TCEQ rules re-
visions have been put on hold and will stay there indefinitely.  There was also a bill introduced by Rep. Puente, 
House Bill 2914, which also was tied up in red tape. There were so many promising things in the works this 
year - it is amazing how tuff red tape is. I received an email from a fellow irrigator the other day complaining 
about enforcement and conservation (or lack there of).  I explained to him that the majority of the rules revi-
sions and HB 2914 addressed his concerns. He wanted to know why nothing ever got resolved, RED TAPE is 
the answer. Next time you are asked for your opinion, stand up and speak your mind, nobody knows your 
opinion unless you tell them. In America it is our right to have an opinion and to be able to voice it. 
      On to happier subjects, like the upcoming events that everyone can be involved in. Our 2nd  annual golf 
tournament, which all proceeds are donated to our scholarship fund, is being led by none other than Dee Cun-
ningham. If you have questions or want to help out, please call Dee. The biggest and best expo of the year, the 
HGCIA Expo is under the watchful eye of J.T. Summarell. This is a great opportunity to receive CEU hours 
and see the latest technology on the market. The most exciting upcoming event won’t take place until January 
20th 2006, but to attend the Texas Association of Irrigators CEU Cruise you must contact Dave McCullough 
before July 1st. This cruise will offer a great opportunity for us to get some CEU hours along with getting 
away from it all. Be sure to offer any expertise or thoughts you might have to any of our board members or 
committee chairpersons. I hope to see new faces at some of these great events! 
                                                      Have a safe and profitable summer. 

 
"The minute you settle for less than you deserve, 
you get even less than you settled for." 
                                                     Maureen Dowd 

Protect Yourself and Your Crews! 
 
It’s that time of year again—the temps are soaring 
and so is the humidity.  Dehydration can be danger-
ous and lead to heat stroke and heat exhaustion.  You 
don’t have to drink 8 glasses of water a day but do 
pay attention to your body and drink water when 
your thirsty, especially if you’re sweating a lot.   
Limit soda and other sugary drinks such as fruit 
punches, lemonades and iced tea.  They can actually 
increase your chances of dehydration!   
Signs of dehydration include: 
•  Feeling lightheaded or dizzy 
•  Rapid heartbeat 
•  Dry lips and mouth 
Protect yourself and your crews by providing lots of 
water, wearing loose cool clothes and take frequent 
breaks in the shade.    

 DON’T FORGET THE 
TEXAS NURSERY & LAND-
SCAPE ASSOCIATION’S 
EXPO 2005 IN DALLAS  
AUGUST 19-21. 
 
The pre-expo education conference will be 
held August 18, 2005 
 
REGISTER ON-LINE www.tnlaonline.org 
Or by phone 512-280-5182 or 800-880-0343 
 

     THANK YOU CRAIG BERLIN AND HUNTER FOR SPONSORING OUR APRIL 12TH MEETING!  
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Professional Turf Products 
(Houston/San Antonio/DFW/Tulsa) 

The Leader 
In Custom Irrigation Products 

 
Your Representative can be reached 

Toll Free 1.888.776.8873 
�
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visit us on-line www.proturf.com 
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                                       Missed Opportunities  by Jerry Lewis 
 
      The 79th Regular Session of the Texas Legislature ended last week. To some folks it may have 
seemed it was never in session. A lot of work was left unfinished or incomplete. I guess it’s a good thing 
that they only meet every two years. The Texas Irrigators had legislation that died in this session. A sim-
ple Bill that I think would have helped solve one the most common complaints that I hear as I travel 
around the state. Enforcement!! I think we all wish that the few Rules that regulate our industry had 
more bite. We may wish that the violators would be prosecuted by the state swiftly and with determina-
tion, or maybe that a lighting bolt could strike them into a “state of compliance”. I do not believe that the 
TCEQ will send an army of investigators across the state, driving up and down the streets of our cities 
issuing citations and imposing fines on violators. The solution will be more subtle than that. The Bill that 
died in the process would have required cities over five thousand population: (a) to require an installer of 
a landscape irrigation system to be licensed (b) to require permits to be issued for the installation of 
landscape irrigation systems, (c) for TCEQ to develop and cities to adopt standards of installation, de-
sign, and operation, and (d) to provide for local enforcement. What a simple idea. Most of our cities are 
already positioned to issue permits, provide inspections and issue citations for building and construction. 
It is my opinion that this would be the last steps in having a complete Landscape Irrigation program in 
Texas.  
      The renovation to the Landscape Irrigators Program started many years ago with industry leaders 
like Bob Thurman, Howard Colter, Joe Keys, Alex Garza, Harvey McClarty and Gene Barnes serving on 
the Irrigators Advisory Council. They help formulate a plan that included a revision to the Irrigator exam, 
and the requirement of Continuing Education for licensees, and Core classes for those individuals wish-
ing to obtain a license. This started the Professional Irrigator movement in motion. 

                                         (Continued on page 11) 



 
 
 
 
AMC Industries Strengthens In Houston with New Team Member 
 
 AMC Industries is happy to announce an addition to their team of qualified branch personnel through the hiring of 
Bill Ellis as the Assistant Manager of AMC’s Houston branch located at 5112 Steadmont.  Bill will be an integral part 
of the daily operations of the branch as well as helping to develop AMC’s pump presence in the Houston market.     
 
 Bill has over 30 years in the wholesale distribution industry and has worked extensively with the various types of 
products AMC carries including irrigation equipment, drainage, and pumps and water systems equipment.  He is also a 
licensed irrigator (1981) and a certified C.E.U. provider (1996) for landscape irrigators.  Bill has authored three C.E.U. 
courses and has published three manuals covering pump applications and micro irrigation design and installation used 
in the teaching of C.E.U. courses. 
 
 “I am excited to be a part of AMC’s organization and look forward to continuing to work with many of the contractors 
I have built relationships with over the past 30 years,” said Bill Ellis. 
 
 Rick Allenstein, VP of Operations for AMC Industries, stated “We think Bill is perfect addition to our Houston team.  
Not only is his level of technical knowledge hugely beneficial to contractors, Bill's presence increases our base of 
qualified employees allowing us to better serve the expanding Houston market.” 
 
 Founded in 1924, AMC Industries is a leading distributor of residential, commercial and golf irrigation equipment.  
AMC’s additional offerings include landscape lighting systems, drainage equipment, maintenance equipment, and a 
full line of submersible and aboveground pumps.  For more information or to locate the AMC Industries branch near-
est you, call 1(800) 656-4262. 
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   “The significant problems we face cannot be solved at 
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Missed Opportunities Con’t from page 6 
 
Other changes that followed included the outsourcing of the exam. Now Irrigator candidates can take the exam in small 

test groups in test centers relatively close to their homes rather than having to travel to Austin for one of the three tests given 
each year with over five hundred persons per test. Another change was to revise the training curriculum with an emphasis on 
water conservation. After these changes came an update of the exam to reflect pressing conservation issues. The Exam also 
underwent a makeover to change from an Objective/Subjective test to a total Objective one. This change now allows exam re-
sults to be available in just a matter of a very few days compared to the forty five days allowed by the rules.  

 
 The last two pieces of the plan were to revise the rules to reflect industry changes and conservation and to implement 

local enforcement of those rules. The current Irrigator Advisory Council along with local, state wide and national irrigation associa-
tions, as well as water conservation groups and other affected industry associations and individuals have been working on these 
rule revisions for more than two years. Input has been solicited from all sources. Many hours of meeting with hundreds of phone 
calls and emails have been made working on compromises and wording of the recommended proposed rule revisions. The indus-
try was on its way, nearing completion of what would be the largest improvement and overhaul since the Licensing Bill was 
adopted in the 1970’s.  

But ….early in this Legislative session a letter from Representative Sid Miller of Stephenville to Mr. Glenn Shankle Ex-
ecutive Director of TCEQ caused the rule revisions to be “pulled”. This letter stopped the process. A chance where all Licensed 
Irrigators in the State would have had an opportunity to make comments about the proposed rule changes was missed. The clos-
est thing we would have ever had to a vote on the rules that regulate our industry. Why did this happen? Mr. Miller has received 
donations to his campaign and previous elections from Texas Irrigators through TTIA’s WetPAC fund. Why would he not support 
our efforts at this time? 

 
 With Mr. Miller’s letter and the ineffective 79th Legislature it appears we may have to wait for the next session to com-

plete our work.   During the next two years I think you should expect increased competition from unlicensed installers. I think also 
home improvement and hardware companies will continue to test the market by offering “sprinkler system installation”. I think our 
allies may be with the cities. As cities and MUD’s work on water conservation regulations, irrigators should offer their help. You 
are the “subject matter expert”. You should be available to help direct the destiny of you livelihood. The change is up to us. As 
licensed Irrigators we can raise the bar of professionalism. 
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T T I A NEWS 
 By:  John Shideler 
 
 The TTIA Board of Trustees met in Austin on May 18, 2005.  Our Lobbyist, Todd Smith of Impact 
Texas, explained current legislation being debated by the legislature.  Impact Texas has done a great 
job representing the irrigators of Texas throughout the 2005 session. 
 
 Dave McCullough presented the “Texas CEU Cruise” to the Board.  Dave stated the early results of 
cruise sales have been good with over 30 cabins already booked for the January 2006 trip. 
 
 The Activation/Retention Committee presented a new project to activate our new members as well 
as retaining our current membership for next year.  Many thanks to Mike Buxkemper of Lubbock and 
his committee for a job well done. 
 
 The Enforcement Committee chaired by Lora Coy of Houston is doing a great job.  Lora met with the 
TCEQ enforcement group and they are developing a more efficient and effective method of reporting 
rules violations.  To report a violation or an illegal installation of a system, call Lora, toll free, at 1-
866-848-8842. 
 
 If you are a member to the TTIA and have a college student who is in your immediate family, they 
are eligible to apply for a TTIA scholarship.  Please call the TTIA office 1-877-ASK-TTIA (275-8842) 
and talk to Carl Causey. 
 
 Join the TTIA today and make $100.00.  When you become a member of the TTIA you get coupons 
from manufacturers and parts warehouses in the amount of $225.00.  Since your dues are only 
$125.00 per year, you net $100.00.  Now is the time to join the TTIA and make money.  Such a 
DEAL. 
 
 We at the TTIA hope you have a great and profitable summer.  We look forward to having you as a 
member.  Thank you for your consideration of the TTIA.   
 
    
 



HGCIA 
 

Houston Gulf Coast Irrigation Association 
PO Box 19511 
Houston, TX  77224-9511 
 

WWW.HGCIA.ORG 

Houston Gulf Coast Irrigation Association 
2005 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Please Print Clearly 
 

Name:__________________________________________________________________ Date:____________________ 
 

Firm Name:______________________________________________________________ LI#_____________________ 
 

Mailing Address:_______________________________________ City______________ ST_____ Zip_____________ 
 

Phone:________________________________ Fax:________________________ Email:________________________ 
 

Social Security #:________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please complete the following so we can include your information on our Internet Web Site. 
Please circle all that apply below. Information will be used on our website to support our industry. 
 

TYPE OF SERVICE:    Backflow Testing    Design    Drainage    Irrigation    Landscape    Lighting 
            Pavers    Service & Repair    Stone-Rockwork    Supplier    Water Features 
 

SERVICE AREA:          East    Inside Loop    North    Northeast    Northwest    South    Southeast    Southwest 
 

JOB INFORMATION :  Commercial    Golf    Light Commercial    Residential 
 
I attest that the above information is accurate and true to the best of my knowledge. I also attest that neither I nor my 
firm have an active, unresolved complaint on file at the Greater Houston Better Business Bureau and/or an active, unre-
solved complaint filed with the TNRCC relative to performing business in the irrigation industry. 
 

Signature:________________________________________________Date:___________________________________ 
 

Please Remit $100 to : HGCIA 
    PO Box 19511 
    Houston, TX  77224-9511 


